


The Centre of the Food Web
We are entering one of the most critical 

periods in human history.

Climate change, burgeoning human populations, dwindling natural 
resources and geopolitical upheaval have created a near perfect storm 

of challenges for us to tackle. 

Perhaps more than any other sector, agriculture sits at the centre of this 
uncertainty and could yet turn out to be either the hero or villain.

The next decade will be pivotal if we are to help tackle the world’s 
problems and not exacerbate them. Key to agriculture having a positive 

global impact will be innovation – turning cutting edge scientific 
research into practical, workable solutions that feed billions of extra 

mouths from less land and smarter use of agrochemicals.

Rothamsted Enterprises was set up in 2015 to achieve just that, by 
harnessing the world-renowned scientific expertise of Rothamsted 

Research to the disruptive power wielded by true agri-food visionaries, 
creating one of the most dynamic, vibrant and well-connected R&D 

communities found anywhere in Europe.

Climate change, 
burgeoning human 
populations, 
dwindling natural 
resources and 
geopolitical 
upheaval have 
created a near 
perfect storm of 
challenges for us 
to tackle.
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Nicole Sadd, CEO
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O U R M I S S I O N
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Fostering relationships 
To foster relationships with key stakeholders and users to create 

a dynamic and thriving cluster and create ongoing/long term 
benefits from investments in the campus.

Enable collaboration to deliver impact 
 To facilitate and enable collaboration by creating opportunities 

for researchers, SMEs, larger companies and investors to 
interact and develop their innovations.

To contribute to achieving 
Government strategy and priorities

 To identify how we can work collaboratively with key partners, 
to respond to the Industrial Strategy, Hertfordshire Growth Plan, 

and Vision for Agriculture to meet Government priorities. 

Ensure financial sustainability
 To leverage commercial opportunities on campus and become 

financially self-sustaining.



The aims of 
the Government’s 
Industrial Strategy
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The Global Challenge:
Mitigating the effects of climate 

change while securing long-term 
food productivity

The Government’s Industrial Strategy aims to transform the 
UK economy by increasing productivity in businesses to create 

employment opportunities and increase the earning power 
of people throughout the country. It will do this by investing 

in skills, industries and infrastructure, and by committing 
£7 billion to R&D funding through to 2021/22, of which over 

£700 million will be available through the Industrial Strategy 
Challenge Fund. Longer term, the overall Industrial Strategy 

plans to increase investment into R&D to 2.4% of the 
UK’s GDP by 2027.

At Rothamsted Enterprises we are committed to supporting 
these objectives, as well as the United Nations’ Sustainable 

Development Goals, by enabling scientific innovation and 
collaboration with Rothamsted Research’s world-leading 

scientists and our ever-growing network of agri-tech SMEs, 
blue chip corporations, investors and advisors.



How we are 
linked locally
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Future of Mobility 
Faraday Battery Challenge 

Extreme Robotics

National Space 
Facility 

Ageing Society
Medicines Manufacturing 

Data to early diagnosis 
and cure

Artificial Intelligence and Data Economy
Audience of the Future  I  Next Generation  I  Quantum Technology

Many local networks support us to achieve this
The Green Triangle | The Hertfordshire Innovation Quarter Enterprises Zone 

The Hertfordshire Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) 
The Hertfordshire Science Partnership

Clean Growth
Energy Revolution 

Transforming Construction 

Transforming 
Food Production

The Local Industrial Strategy sets out that Hertfordshire must 
respond to the climate crisis and deliver future economic 
growth. Rothamsted Enterprises is very well positioned to 
support and enable these local industrial priorities to be 
achieved, through our local links with key business, science 
and economic networks. We play a major role in driving 
collaboration and innovation between business and science in 
Hertfordshire and beyond, to ultimately enable inclusive growth 
and to tackle the grand challenges facing society today. 

We are proud to be founder members of Agri-Tech East,  
The Hertfordshire Innovation Quarter Enterprise Zone,  
The Hertfordshire Science Partnership, The Hertfordshire  
Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP) and The Green Triangle. 
Our collective focus is on clean and green growth, transforming 
food production, artificial intelligence and the data economy. 
We support our members, colleagues and partners to deliver 
the priorities above by enabling opportunities for collaboration 
and forging links between them to translate innovative ideas 
into products and services. Rothamsted Enterprises acts as a 
conduit for thought leaders to innovate and succeed to ensure 
financial prosperity now and in the future.
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Rothamsted  
Research

Rothamsted Research is the 
longest running agricultural 
research station in the world, 
providing cutting-edge science 
and innovation for nearly 175 
years. Its mission is to deliver the 
knowledge and new practices 
to increase crop productivity 
and quality and to develop 
environmentally sustainable 
solutions for food and energy 
production.

Rothamsted Enterprises was established in 2015 with support from 
Rothamsted Research, the Lawes Agricultural Trust and the BBSRC. 

The Lawes  
Agricultural Trust

The Lawes Agricultural Trust 
(LAT) aids the advancement 
of agricultural science through 
providing support for Rothamsted 
Research and Rothamsted 
Enterprises, including ownership 
of land and buildings on the 
Harpenden site.

BBSRC 

BBSRC (part of UK Research & 
Innovation, UKRI) has a unique 
and central role in supporting 
the UK’s world-leading position 
in bioscience. They are a major 
investor of public funds in 
research and training, working 
in partnership with universities, 
research organisations, 
businesses, charities, and 
government to create the best 
possible environment for research 
and innovation to flourish, thus 
furthering scientific knowledge, 
promoting economic growth and 
improving quality of life in the  
UK and beyond. BBSRC is 
a strategic funder of the 
Rothamsted Institute and a 
partner, alongside the Institute 
and the Lawes Agricultural Trust, 
in Rothamsted Enterprises.

Hertfordshire 
Innovation Quarter

Hertfordshire IQ is a public-
private partnership between 
local authorities, businesses, 
Hertfordshire Local Enterprise 
Partnership and landowners. 
Hertfordshire IQ aims to create 
the UK’s hub for green businesses 
and deliver 8,000 new jobs for 
the local community, all with 
sustainability at its heart. 

Set in the centre of the Golden 
Research Triangle between 
Oxford, Cambridge and London, 
Hertfordshire Innovation Quarter 
connects tech, talent and 
research. It is a unique partnership 
that brings together the science 
and research of Rothamsted 
Research with partners the 
University of Hertfordshire, 
renowned for its business-  
facing entrepreneurial approach.

Stakeholders



Opening up 
innovation in Agri-Tech
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Rothamsted Enterprises offers a portfolio of assets 
to maximise links between business, science and 
investors. The fundamental goal is to facilitate 
collaboration and deliver impact.

International 
centre

Crossroads 
between 

commerce & 
academia

300 seat 
auditorium

Meetings & 
conferencing

Community 
events

Cinema

Free 
car parking

Free 
Wi-Fi

Restaurant 
& catering

To host world-leading 
conferences to share 
knowledge about 
science and research.

Office & lab
spaces

Innovation 
events

Innovation 
café

Financial support 
SHAKE, 
AgRIA

Ideal for start-ups, 
growing & 

established 
companies

Collaborative  
meeting 
spaces

Business support 
services

£

Maximising 
linkages

Innovation 
through 

collaboration
To enable collaboration 
with Rothamsted Research’s 
scientists, to tackle society’s 
grand challenges, including 
climate change and global 
food security.

Green 
outside 
space

Gala dinners & 
banquets

Hot-desking & 
co-working 

space

Themed 
lunches

Networking 
space

Dining 
events

Open to 
the public

To allow the community to 
understand more about the work 
taking place at Rothamsted.

Weddings

VIP 
receptions

Special
occasions

Parties

To showcase our incredible 
history and heritage.



Student
Community

Tenant
Community

Business
Community

Innovation
Community

Funders
BBSRC  I  Innovate UK 

ERDF  I  NERC

Academic 
Partners

UCL  I  Reading  I  Bristol 
Cranfield  I  Exeter 

Nottingham

+

Farmers + The 
Population 

Relationships
Bayer  I  BASF 

Syngenta  I  Altech
OCP

The Rothamsted Enterprises’ 
Community
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Challenge-led 
science in 
agriculture

Investors

Agri-Tech 
Innovation 

Centres

Lawes Agricultural Trust

AgRIA

SHAKE



It’s all about ‘Alchemy’
We could go on about our 175-year heritage. Or our world class 

research facilities. Certainly, they’re what make us special – 
but not what make us unique.

Rothamsted is the crucible where researchers, businesses, 
investors and entrepreneurs mix – a melting pot where evidence 

sparks ideas, and passion yields results.

Greater than the ‘Sum of our Parts’
We’re not your normal science park. Businesses come here because 

they want to work with each other, and with Rothamsted’s scientists. 
But these relationships don’t end there.

Our conference centre brings the outside world in and our community 
truly is at the centre of a new food web. Collectively, our linkages 

circle the globe, plugging us into the major networks of academia, 
finance, government and industry.

Responsive and Agile
With a laser focus on innovation and economic growth, we easily 
adapt to shifting political and financial landscapes, aligning us as 

easily with the UK’s Industrial Strategy as with the Vision  
for Agriculture. 

Regionally, we are part of The Green Triangle, Hertfordshire 
Innovation Quarter, The LEP and The Hertfordshire Science 

Partnership, with the county fast becoming the nexus for smart ideas 
in the fields of sustainability, farming and food production.

A Sound Base
With a variety of office and lab spaces for rent, an international 

conference centre and a popular restaurant, Rothamsted Enterprises 
is built on a strong, diverse and financially sound platform that 

capitalises on the facilities and expertise on site, our proximity to 
London, and a variety of excellent transport links.
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Core Values
The Four Pillars of Rothamsted Enterprises 

To support the delivery of our strategy, the brand and culture 
of Rothamsted Enterprises is changing. We are dedicated to 
supporting the science and research that takes place on the 

campus and we continue to work hard to position ourselves  as  
a world-leading  Centre for Agri-Tech. To enable this the new 

brand has been developed and the team have designed a set of 
core values which are the cornerstone of how we will operate. 

These are known as the four pillars of Rothamsted Enterprises.

O U R VA L U E S
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         Relationships

We actively develop and nurture  
all relationships.

We feel proud of Rothamsted and 
the ground-breaking research that 
is undertaken.

We are a supportive team, to 
clients, tenants and staff, new 
prospects and referrers. 

We thrive on building new 
partnerships with tenants, external 
businesses, internal stakeholders 
and staff.

         Excellence

Excellence flows throughout the 
Rothamsted Enterprises portfolio. 
Through state-of-the-art 
conferencing and events facilities, 
through the experience that clients 
and tenants have when they choose 
us, and through the excellent 
customer service provided by our 
highly-experienced team  
of experts. 

Our excellent staff training ensures 
our team demonstrate integrity.

Rothamsted Enterprises represent 
good value across our portfolio. 
Our team focus on attention 
to detail, understanding and 
delivering according to clients’ 
bespoke needs and requirements. 

O U R VA L U E S

         Results

We support impact on society 
through innovation and 
collaboration in Agri-Tech. 

The whole team aims for positive 
financial results.

We create employment in the local 
community and provide excellent 
career opportunities and job 
satisfaction for our people. 

We want happy customers and  
we will deliver on clients’ needs  
by being a solutions provider.

         Acceleration

Rothamsted Enterprises drives 
forward Agri-Tech research from 
start-ups and SMEs, to deliver  
new science.

We support our tenants by giving 
them access to world-class 
scientific facilities and services.  
We want to be an integral part  
of the Rothamsted Campus,  
to change the world together.

Rothamsted Enterprises will 
accelerate learning and facilitate 
business growth by giving tenants 
access to strategic partners and 
investors as well as extensive 
training opportunities.
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“The world urgently needs to 
solve problems faster. This is 
of the utmost importance for 
future food security, addressing 
health and environmental 
challenges, and adapting to 
climate change. We need to 
embed lean innovation thinking 
into our agricultural science 
programmes to arrive at concrete 
solutions that have clear impact. 
Rothamsted Enterprises brings 
that entrepreneurial approach 
to our campus, allowing us to 
interact with businesses and 
other stakeholders in new ways.”

Prof. Angela Karp, Director for Science 
Innovation, Engagement & Partnerships 
& Programme Director of Shake Climate 
Change, Rothamsted Research.
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We are proud to be part of the Rotham
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John Bennet Lawes 

was a man of science 

but also a true 

visionary, 

and arguably, 

the world’s first agri-tech 

entrepreneur.

Today, almost two centuries 

since he established his 

Institute, we’ve honoured his 

belief that science should 

be used in the service of 

humanity, by 

assembling 

organisations looking to 

work together
to improve the lives of 

everyone.
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Tenant
Businesses

23
Meeting Room 

Spaces

11
of Lettable

Space

2977m2

Innovation
Events

20+

Tenant
Employees

120
Labs

20
Collaborations &

Partnerships: 

Rothamsted Enterprises 
delivering impact

Offices

57

Extensive

Hot 
Desking

Spaces



01582 938500

info@rothamstedenterprises.com

www.rothamstedenterprises.com

Rothamsted Enterprises 
West Common, Harpenden, 
Hertfordshire AL5 2JQ


